Tire Cupping

There are several contributing factors that create tire cupping, however here are the two most obvious reasons.

1.  Improperly inflated tires, especially “over inflated” tires.

When the front tire is over inflated, it causes the front forks to bounce more, this in turn results in the front tire contacting the road surface at different pressures (bouncing).  Each time the tire bounces, there is scuffing of the tire, which contributes to flat spots on the tire.     

2.  Weak suspension, especially the front fork springs.  

There are basically two reasons that cause the front suspension to become weak.  First is old fork fluid, it should be changed at least every other year.  Second is weak/worn front fork springs.  

When the front suspension is weak either from old fork oil or severely worn springs, there will be increased fork bouncing.  Just as stated above, tire scuffing and cupping will result.  

An old motorcycle racer once stated, over inflated tires result in tire cupping. Think about it, if the tire is over inflated, it is going to bounce more on the road surface.

Contrary to what a lot of folks think, under inflation contributes to excessive tread wear not tire cupping.

I have known several cases where folks only get 10 –12 thousand miles wear from tires.  When I ask how much air pressure they maintain, it’s always considerably less that adequate.  In fact, when asked how often they check the air pressure, I have heard answers like at the beginning of the riding season.  Or things like they were ok when I stored the bike last fall.  I have even heard comments like they were properly inflated when installed and should be ok now.

I have no tire experience on the GL1800 but lots of tire experience on the GL1500.  On the GL1500, 38 psi front and 41 psi rear results in good handling, performance and tread wear for Dunlop and most other brands of tires.  However, there is one exception, Avon Venom X tires for the GL1500 like 45 psi front and 50 psi rear for best results.  They have reinforced construction.         



