Establishing a Maintenance Baseline

I am a firm believer in good maintenance records for vehicles.  If you purchase a pre-owned (used) Gold Wing motorcycle and do not get previous maintenance records, you should establish a maintenance (mileage/time) baseline.

I would recommend the following:

1.  Change the engine oil and filter.  (Reference owner’s manual for specifications)

2.  Change the clutch and brake fluid.  (Use DOT 4 brake fluid for both)

3.  Check the brake pads, if relatively worn replace them.

4.  Change the engine air filter.

5.  Change the radiator coolant.  (Use a “silicate free” coolant, I use the Honda coolant) 

6.  Change the final drive gear oil.  (Use an 80-wt gear oil)  

7.  Change the spark plugs.  (Use the Honda NGK spark plugs)  

8.  Change the sub air filter.  (Does not apply to the GL1800)  

9.  Change the front fork fluid.  (Use Pro-Honda Suspension Fluid SS-8 or equivalent)

10.  If the bike has 80,000 miles or more on the odometer, lube the drive shaft splines.

       (Use Honda Moly 60 lube)        

11.  If the bike has 100,000 miles or more on the odometer, inspect the timing belts,

       change if needed.  (Does not apply to the GL1800)  

12.  Check the drive shaft (universal joint) rubber boot it may be torn/ripped.  Replace if

       needed.  The 1997 – 2000 Gold Wing’s had issues with torn/ripped boots (even at

       relatively low mileage).    
 

13.  Check the right rear air shock rubber boot it may be torn/ripped.  Replace if needed.

And above all check those tires.  Look for cracks, cuts, bumps, uneven wear (cupping),

nails, low tread depth (2/32 inch).  Check the manufacture date code on the tires.  Example:  A code of (1008) would mean the tires were manufactured in the 10th week of 2008 (about the 1st week of March).  If any of this exists or the tires are more than seven years old replace them.  Yeah, some riders don’t ride very many miles per year.           

Once you have established a maintenance mileage/time baseline, reference the maintenance schedule in the owners and/or service manuals for future maintenance.

