
Starting System Troubleshooting for the GL1500  (Part One) 

(Stay tuned for part two next month)

If your bike is “totally dead” when you press the “starter/reverse switch”, do the following checks:

1.  Move the reverse lever up and down a couple of times and make sure the lever is all

     the way down.  

     If the reverse lever switch is not in the closed position, it will not activate the reverse

     relay switch and the bike will not start.   

2.  Verify that the battery terminals are clean and tight.  Clean/tighten if necessary!

3.  Verify that the battery is good.  Use a multi-meter and test for at least 12.5 volts across

     the negative and positive battery terminals.  Charge/replace if needed!

4.  Turn the ignition switch on; you should hear the relay # 6 click.  This relay is located

     in the relay box to the right of the fuse panel, behind the front corner of the left

     saddlebag.

Note:  If the relay # 6 does not click, do the following:

5.  Check the # 11 fuse (15-amp ignition/cruise) located at the bottom of the fuse panel.

     Located behind the left rear side panel.

6.  Check the # 9 fuse (5-amp starter/reverse) located in the third position up from the

     bottom of the fuse panel.  Located behind the left rear side panel.

7.  Check the 30-amp fuse that is connected to the starter relay switch A.  This fuse is

     located by the battery.  There is a “red” wire on this fuse.  Replace fuse if needed!

If all the above is good, do the following:

8.  Check for voltage on the black/light green wire at the starter/reverse switch.

     If you have voltage, the relay # 6 and the Bank Angle Sensor (BAS) is good. 

     If there is no voltage, the relay # 6 or the Bank Angle Sensor (BAS) is bad. 

9.  Short across the red/white and green wires at the Bank Angle Sensor (BAS).

     If the bike starts, the Bank Angle Sensor (BAS) is bad.

     If the bike does not start, the relay # 6 is bad.    

Note:  If the Bank Angle Sensor (BAS) is bad (and you are in an emergency situation),

            connect a jumper wire across the red/white and green wires.  This will keep the

            bike running until you have an opportunity to replace the Bank Angle Sensor.

            The Bank Angle Sensor (BAS) is located under the seat, on the frame rail

            behind the right saddlebag.  It has a 3-pin green plug with three wires (red/white,

            green and white).


