Starting System Troubleshooting for the GL1500  (Part Two) 

If your bike is “totally dead” when you press the “starter/reverse switch” and you have performed all the checks listed in part one.  Do the following checks:

1.  Turn on the ignition and press the starter switch.  At the same time, use a screwdriver,

     pair of pliers etc. and short across the two large terminals on the starter relay switch B.

     This relay is located behind the right front side panel and directly behind the foot

     brake pedal.  It will have a red and blue rubber cover over the terminals.

     Note:  On the 1988 – 1989 years, the starter relay switch B is located on the left side

                 of the battery.    

If the starter runs, you have a bad starter relay switch B.  

If the starter does not run, you have one of the following conditions:

3.  A bad starter relay switch A.  (See item # 7 in part one)

4.  A bad reverse lever switch.  (See item # 1 in part one)

5.  A bad starter/reverse switch.

6.  A bad starter.  (Possible but doubtful)  

I would do the following tests:

6.  Check for 12 volts input to the starter relay switch B.

If you do not have 12 volts input you have one of the following:

7.  A bad starter relay switch A.

8.  A bad reverse lever switch.  (See item # 1 in part one)

9.  A bad starter/reverse switch.

10.  Short across the yellow/red wire and the black/light green wire on the starter/reverse

        switch. 

        If the bike starts, you have a bad starter/reverse switch. Inspect, clean, repair or

        replace as needed!

        If the bike does not start, you have one of the following:

11.  A bad starter relay switch A.  

12.  A bad reverse lever switch.  (See item # 1 in part one)

13.  Check for continuity across the contacts of the reverse lever switch.

       If you have continuity, the switch is good.  No continuity, the switch is bad.  

       Replace it!

       If the reverse lever switch is good, the starter relay switch A is bad.  Replace it! 

Of course there is always a possibility of a bad starter, but that is a very remote possibility on the GL1500 Gold Wing’s.   

