Motorcycling is a fun, exciting and practical way to get around.  However, like everything else, it’s not without it’s risks.  Fortunately, many of those risks can be avoided/reduced, which helps us stay out of harm’s way.  Here are a few tips:

Get into gear:  A helmet, eye protection, sturdy jacket, pants, over the ankle boots and gloves are your best protection against injury should an accident occur.  Be sure to wear them every time you ride.

Be seen around town:  Wear brightly colored clothing and use the high beam headlight during the day.  Don’t make rapid lane changes, signal when changing lanes, and be prepared to use your horn (when necessary) to be sure other drivers see you.  Also, don’t hang out in the “NO ZONE”.  Will discuss the “NO ZONE” in a future article.

Ride defensively:  Three-fourths of all motorcycle accidents involve collisions with automobiles.  The majority of these accidents happen because the driver of the car didn’t see the motorcycle.  That’s why it pays to be aware of what other vehicle operator’s are doing – or might do – when you ride.  Be extra aware of drivers waiting to turn left across your path at intersections since this is the most frequent problem.  Practice good lane positioning to allow as much space as possible between you and the potential hazard.

Improve yourself:  Take a Beginner Riding Course (BRC) or Experienced Rider Course (ERC) from a training center recognized by the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF).  Hey, it’s not a bad idea for riders to attend co-rider seminars; you will pick up some valuable information.

Keep your distance:  Never stop directly (real close) behind another vehicle.  Leave enough space to maneuver around the vehicle in front of you.  This space may be needed if a vehicle approaching from the rear (for whatever reason) can’t stop in time.

Keep things in check:  Follow the recommended service schedules for your bike and have all repairs made by an authorized dealer.  If you have a service manual and are mechanically inclined, you may perform some of these services yourself.  Always check your tires (conditions and PSI), lights, controls and suspension before hitting the road.  Also, do a personal check to be sure you are mentally and physically alert and ready to ride.

Don’t drink and ride:  Up to 45% of fatal motorcycle accidents involve alcohol.  That’s because alcohol and other drugs impair your ability to make sound judgments.

Learn to share:  Having someone on the back of your bike is a big responsibility.  After all, weight has a tremendous effect on handling.  So before you give someone a ride, instruct them on proper riding techniques and make sure they have appropriate protective riding gear.

Co-Riders:  Take the MSF (co-rider) course and attend safety seminars.  Hey, it’s not a bad idea for co-riders to take the BRC even though they have no intention of riding.  It could come in handy if something happens to the “ole boy” while riding.

The safer/better rider you become, the more fun – and less trouble – you’ll have.

Till next time, Ride safe,

Dave Bohrer

