Tech Tip of the Month

For those Wings that have been sitting idle all winter:

Caution:  Do not quick-charge a battery unless the battery ground cable has been

                 disconnected or you will damage the alternator diodes  (see page 1-15 in the

                 Honda Electrical Troubleshooting Manual ”ETM”).  Maximum amperage

                 charge is 2 amps until specific gravity is 1.270 –1.290 @ 68 degrees F.

                The safest way to charge the battery is to use one of the following three

                methods:

                    1.  A battery tender which is automatic, such as the “Battery Tender Plus”,

                         “Battery Tender Jr.“ or the “Schumacher Battery Maintainer” available at

                         Wal-Mart, they will detect when the battery reaches full charge then go

                         into maintenance mode.  

                    2.  A float charger such as those sold at Harbor Freight for around $10-15

                         which will also detect when the battery reaches full charge then go into

                         maintenance (float) mode.

                    3.  A trickle charger that puts out 1 - 2 amps, charge.

                         Example:  If you have a 12 volt battery rated at 20-amphere hours and it

                                          tests at 8 volts, it would be at approximately 66% of its full

                                          capacity.  And only have approximately 13.3 amphere hours of

                                          life (not the full 20 amphere hour rating).    

                                          Using a 2-amp charger, you would charge it for approximately

                                          3 ½ hours to restore it to full capacity.  (2-amphere’s x 3 ½

                                          hours = 7 amphere hours)    13.3 + 7 = 20.3 ampheres
                                          At this time, your battery should be reading 12 + volts and

                                          fully charged.

                                          Using a 1- amp charger, you would charge it for

                                          approximately 7 hours to restore it to full capacity.  

                                          (1-ampheres x 7 hours = 7 amphere hours).  

                                          13.3 + 7 = 20.3 ampheres

                                          At this time, your battery should be reading 12 + volts and

                                          fully charged.

                                          Now you can see why its just best to use a smart charger and

                                          let it do the calculations for you…….!!

Your Gold Wing has a 20/18 amp hour battery (GL1500/GL1800) and should never be charged with a battery charger that puts out more than 2 amp hours.  Charging at a higher rate than 2 amp hours (for an extended period of time) will generate excessive heat and 

warp the battery plates causing premature battery failure.  You can use any of the three methods above with the battery in or out of the bike.

Special Note:  Brand new batteries need to be initialized (brought up to full charge)

                       before placing them in service.  Failure to do so will reduce the lifetime

                       service of the battery.  I recommend testing the battery voltage with your

                       handy/dandy volt meter before installation.    

