
  Hey Everybody,  

Here is an update on some of the things our chap-

ter did in April. On the 1
st
 we met for Ice cream at 

The Ice Cream Cottage in Arbutus. We had about 

16 people. That is a real good turnout. Our 

monthly gathering on the 11
th
 had an Easter 

theme with bunny ears and bunny tail. It is amaz-

ing how many people like to touch a bunnyôs tail. 

We had a few new faces who may be interested in 

joining Chapter ñCò. It was great to have Rob Clay 

and Arthur White join us for our gathering. Who 

knows what they were thinking when they saw 

Butch and I wearing bunny stuff & were the ones 

running the Chapter.  What impression that must 

have made. They should have seen us last month 

for ST. Patrickôs Day . Congratulations to Rob 

Clay for winning the 50/50 & the special drawing. 

Also congratulations to Arthur White for winning 

the Easter candy. After our gathering, 10 of us 

went on Lloydôs favorite coleslaw ride to St. 

Michaels. We had a nice ride and lunch at Harri-

sonôs. Chapter ñCò would like to extend our deep-

est sympathy  
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to Chapter ñIò & Gerry Yager on the passing of fellow Gold 

Winger Rick Yager. He was a wonderful person with a 

great sense of humor. We will miss seeing him and those 

great big hugs that he always greeted everyone with. Our 

garage night was on the 15th. A few bikes were worked on 

and of course the food was good as always. Butch & I had 

to leave early when I received a phone call from my son 

that his father had passed away. On the 22nd 14 met for 

dinner at Squires Restaurant in Dundalk. For those of you 

who did not grow up there itôs pronounced DUNDOCK. We 

were glad to see Sandy & Lee Connelly join us. They to 

are thinking about joining Chapter ñCò.  The 24th was the 

hotdog festival at Dick & Dolores Franceós house. Butch 

and I started out on the Wing but when we reach our meet-

ing place with the rest of Chapter ñCò the bike would not 

start. Thanks to Rick Baker we were able to jump start the 

(1& ½ year old battery) with cables used from his car. His 

wife Mary Sue had taken her car and Rick was intending to 

ride his bike. Lloyd & Cathi Anderson also had their car. So 

we ended up taking both bikes to Dave & Gloriaôs and 

leaving them. We still made it to the Hot Dog Festival  just 

not on our wings. Thanks Dick & Dolores for a wonderful 

day. It is always fun to see you both. We were scheduled 

to visit Chapter ñHò on the 25th but we had to cancel. We 

will reschedule it in August. Donôt forget our Pig Feast on 

June 19th. PLEASE send in the form and money to Dave & 

Gloria. We hope to see everyone there. We also want to 

remind Chapter ñCò members to bring desserts. Everything 

else is taken care of by our one and only Gloria. We wish 

Ernie Michaelson a speedy recovery  from hip surgery &  A 

seedy recovery to MarySue Baker  from knee surgery.  

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY TO ALL THE MOMS!!!  

Butch n Debbie  

C-you  

 

.   
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Cross Winds  

It is really nice to see chapter members take an interest in education.  One of our chapter members wrote to 

me regarding last months discussion on riding in cross winds. This prompted me to write this months article on 

Cross Winds. They read on one of the message boards that it seems to be a split decision to slow down or 

speed up in crosswinds.  They also shared an experience they had in cross winds.  A chapter member writes 

there experience is as follows: 

òI ran all the way up through Florida in high winds and there was one section going past Hobe Sound 

where I had the bike leaning over hard just to keep it in a straight line (fortunately the wind was pretty 

steady and not gusty so this worked pretty well).   I had a scare though when the road curved going into 

the wind as it felt as if the bike wasnôt going to lean over any more, almost as if it was laying on some-

thing soft and cushy ï someone told me later that I should have slowed down at that point, but I had 

the bike on cruise and was holding on for dear life.ò 

As a general rule you only apply brake prior to entering a turn.  Once at the apex of the turn you apply power 

through the balance of the turn. For a novice/intermediate rider, the combination of a turn and brake is a good 

combination for disaster. That is another discussion.  I would also advise against use of cruise control in a 

situation where you are uncomfortable such as rain, wind, curves in road etc. 

With the combination of a big bike, wind direction, and bike speed, creates many hazardous variables.  Our 

large windshield and loose fitting clothes blow in the wind like a loose sale on a boat etc.  Wind blowing in the 

same direction as a turn could be a combination for disaster.  Severe winds usually only last a hr. or so with a 

moving front.  In that case you can always pull over somewhere for a bit and see if it lets up.  However, we 

have those days where the wind continues to beat us up all day long. I have done a lot of riding in the wind.  I 

have found that the key element seems to be wind direction.  Form behind seems to be the easiest for me to 

deal with.  From the front next easiest and 1/4 to 90 degree steady cross winds next in line followed by gusty 

cross winds.  My experience in the wind clearly indicates that 5 to 10 mph faster makes a difference and slow 

riding as I noted on the bay bridge in heavy crosswinds were almost impossible to hold the bike up and once at 

speed it was much more tolerable. You will surly encounter windy days.  Play with your speed and carefully no-

tice the effect.  See what works for you.  A key component to safe riding is all about building confi-

dence.   You only build confidence through doing. This week when we had 40 mph gust Bonnie and I went for a 

370 mile ride and both of us were comfortable with the conditions. Facing uncomfortable conditions will 

sharpen your skills and build confidence. I'm not suggesting that everyone go out and ride in high winds and 

rain. However, to ride slightly outside your comfort zone does build skill and confidence.  The more we ride in 

uncomfortable situations the more confidence we build in our ability to ride in those situations. As a new rider, 

rain was my greatest fear.  After 1000's of miles in the rain it is actually nice on a really hot day and long ride to 

be cooled of by a little rain.  Once again it is about building confidence in your riding skills through do-

ing.  Be aware of situations and your surroundings and see what works and makes you more comfortable in 

that situation. Carefully notice what makes you more comfortable in a situation that in turn will build confidence 

and in turn make you a better and safer rider. 

Build confidence through doing.   

Thanks for youôre input it is nice to know there is chapter members share my same con-

cerns for safety. 

Ride Safe and have a great day.  
Bill & Bonnie Leith  
Rider Educator  



Tech Tip of the Month 

 

 Power Outlet Installation  

 

There are two possible choices as follows: 

Active ( hot ) all the time:  

1.  Connect the positive (hot) wire of the power 
outlet to the positive (+) 

     battery terminal.  Install a 30-amp in-line fuse 
near the battery.    

2.  Connect the ground wire of the power outlet to 
any good ground on the frame or the negative (-) 
battery terminal.        

 

Active ( hot  only ) when the ignition is on:  (This 

is the preferred choice)  

1.  Connect a 12-gauge wire (with a 30-amp in-
line fuse) from the positive (+) battery terminal to 
the # 30 pin on the relay. 

2.  Connect a 12-gauge wire from the # 87 pin on 
the relay to the power (hot) terminal on the power 
outlet. 

3.  Connect a 18-gauge wire from the 5-amp posi-
tive (+) accessory terminal on the bike to the # 85 

pin on the relay. 

4.  Connect a 12-gauge wire from the # 86 pin on the 
relay to a good ground on the frame or the negative (-) 
battery terminal. 

  

When you turn on the ignition, power goes to the # 85 
pin in the relay, that in turn connects the # 30 and # 87 
pins together and power goes directly from the battery 
to the power outlet. 

 Note:   If you have a fuse block on your bike that is 
only active when the ignition is on, you can connect the 
power outlet (power wire) to the fuse block rather than 
the positive (+) battery terminal.  No relay would be 
neededé! 

   However, power outlet amperage will be limited to the 
output amperage of the fuse block.   

Some folks might say just connect the power outlet 
(power wire) to a hot wire somewhere on the bike.  In 
doing so, your power outlet ñoutput amperageò will be 
limited by the amperage rating of the wiring circuit on 

the bike.  This is not a good option .   

It is advisable to keep electrical accessories separated 
and independent of the bikes original wiring harness 
and associated relays. 

 

 

Daveõs Tech Tips 

Donôt  Forget  Other  Chapters  Gatherings 

Active ( hot  
only ) when 
the ignition 
is on:  (This 
is the pre-
ferred 

choice)  

   

ñAò 1ST SUNDAY 8AM  & MEETING AT 9AM  GOLDEN CORRAL  AT THE ARUNDEL MILLS MALL  
Tom & Gail McCormick 410-787-2584 or lets.go1@verizon.net  

ñBò 3RD MONDAY, 7.30PM  MEET SEAT PLEASANT RECREATION CENTER. 5720 Addison Rd 
Seat Pleasant, MD     Ken Trass 301-430-5119 or trass5gw@comcast.net 

ñHò 4th SUNDAY, 8AM EAT, 9AM MEET GOLDEN CORRAL, Route 40 ABERDEEN MD. 

Steve & Cathy Kelley 410-879-3063 or cathykelley@jetware.net 

ñIò 1ST SUNDAY, 8AM EAT, 9AM MEET  Old Country Buffet  RT 301 South, WALDORF MD 

 Robert & Juliana A' Hearn  301-997-1254  or  rahearn914@aol.com 

ñJò 3RD  Sunday 8:30am Eat 9:30 MEET  Bob Evans   Waugh Chapel shopping Center in  

Gambrills  MD   Al & Jackie General   410-963-3414  or  anjfoto@gmail.com 

ñKò 3RD SATURDAY, 4,PM  EAT, 5, PM  MEET.  New York J&P Pizza, Finksburg Plaza, 3000 Gam-
ber Rd. Finksburg , MD. David & Lori Boyce 410-775-2670 or  Ladds1@verizion.net 

ñLò 2ND SUNDAY, 8am EAT, 9AM MEET Batterôs Up Caf® 9 Central Ave Ridgely, MD 21660 

 Milton ñSpankyò Barth 410-924-8371 or spanky43@verizion.net 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð
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Get Out and Ride 

 

The ice patches are gone.  The salt is 
washed off the road.  The temperatures 
are consistently outside of electric-vest 
range. 

Yes, itôs time to officially declare it riding 
season. 

And for most parts of the country, that 
means more riding---and riding more 
often. 

To help you make this the best year yet-
--as well as stay safe on the road and 
trail----weôve put together this collection 
of safety tips, practical advice and infor-
mation on finding the best rides and 
roads of the season. 

7.  Tips to Kick It Off 
Right 

Itôs been a long winter for some of us.  
Start the season off right by taking 
stock. 

.  Check Your Bike   Fresh fuel, fresh 

oil, chain oiled, hydraulic fluids topped 
off or replaced, coolant fresh, tires in 
good shape, all bolts tight, all lights 
working. 

.  Check Yourself  If youôre lucky 

enough to live somewhere you can ride 
year round, congrats.  The rest of us 
can benefit with a bit of a mental and 
physical tune-up.  Find an empty park-
ing lot and practice hard braking, swerv-
ing and tight turns for a hour or so. 

.  SEE---Search, Evaluate, Execute ---

All the Time   Search out and identify 
potentialdangers, evaluate what needs 
to be done and execute your plan.  Al-
ways. 

.  Lane Position  The left wheel track is 

a good starting place, but be open to 
varying your position within your lane to 
maintain a buffer between you and po-
tential dangers. 

.  Keep Asking ñWhat if?ò  What will you 

do if that car turns in front of you?  What if 
that dog runs out?  What if that van moves 
over into your lane?  Be ready for anything. 

.  Look Where You Want To Go   If some-

thing goes wrong in front of you, donôt look 
at the problem.  Focus on the path through 
it.  The bike will go where you look. 

.  Get Your Eyes Checked   If your vision 

isnôt as sharp as it used to be, what you 
see might not be what you get.  If itôs been 
more than two years since youôve visited 
your eye doctor, make an appointment and 
see it your eyesight has changed. 

 

9.  Things  You May Not 

Have Thought to Pack    

Youôve got your normal checklist.  Does it 
include these potential lifesavers? 

.  Duct Tape   Itôll fix almost anything.  Just 

wrap a few feet of it around the handle of a 
tool in your tool kit. 

.  Flashlight   A small source of light could 

be a lifesaver if your bike dies after sunset. 

.  Extra Key   Either give it to a friend on 

tour, or zip-tie it to a hidden location on 
your bike.  Trust us.  An ignition key is not 
something you want to be left without. 

.  Ear Plugs   That ringing in your ears at 

the end of the day?  Thatôs the sound of 
hearing damage.  Prevent it with earplugs.  
One option:  Bulk buy at earplugstore.com. 

    Sunblock   It should always be in your 
tank bag---and on the back of your neck.  

.  Dog Tag   Itôs a good idea to have an-

other ID, just in case a debilitating crash 
separates you from your wallet. 

.  Water   A backpack hydration system 

that allows you to drink while riding makes 
a huge difference to your mental sharpness 
on long days. 

.  Weather -Band Radios   These provide 

instant updates, any time, no matter where 
you are.  Portable units can be purchased 
for under $30. 

.  GPS  A bit pricier than weather-band 

radios, a GPS unit would be no less a life-

saver when you inadvertently rode off 
the edge of your only map two hours 
ago. 

 

5.  Tips for Riding with 
Passengers 

Co-Riders, and especially first-time 
passengers, should always be treated 
with respect. 

.  Make Sure They Have Proper 

Gear  Just because someoneôs on 
the back doesnôt mean that they donôt 
need protection in the form of a qual-
ity jacket, boots, helmet and gloves. 

.  Tell Them What to Expect   For 

first-time (and not so-frequent) pas-
sengers, talk about everything, includ-
ing which parts of the motorcycle get 
too hot to touch, the need for leaning 
and looking over your inside shoulder 
in turns, and how to best communi-
cate with each other on the road. 

.  Take it Easy   As the operator, 

youôre not just responsible for your 
own safety, but that 

    of your passenger, as well.  Watch 
your speed and aggressiveness, and 
keep in mind that your bike will han-
dle differently with the extra weight.  
Be smooth, focus on being predict-
able and remember that scared pas-
sengers might make unexpected 
movements, which could suddenly 
make things very scary for you. 

.  Riding Together Means Planning 

Together   Just because youôre hold-
ing onto the 

    handlebars doesnôt make this a 
monarchy.  Your passenger deserves 
an active role in planning your desti-
nations, and the stops along the way. 

.  Listen to Your Passenger   Stop 

when your passenger wants and talk 
at those stops about how the experi-
ence is going.  Are there things you 
should change?  Keeping everyone 
within his or her comfort level is the 
goal. 
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Items for Sale  

(1) rear wheel with Dunlop tire, about 2000 miles on tire   

(1) rear wheel with Dunlop tire, about 6000 miles on tire (bought as spare, long story) 

(1) set Bridgestone tires, new, never been mounted. 

(1) complete swing arm assembly, about 14,000 miles on unit 

  

All the miscellaneous parts ï saddlebags (silver), rear crash bars, kick & center stands, 
etc. ï that were removed while converting to trike 

All from a 2007 Gl1800. 

 

Contact THOMAS PRENTICE (tomp913@verizon.net) if interested. 

         A Tribute to Chapter ñCòôs Veterans 

 

   This month is Rick Baker. Rick served  in the Army 

from 1975 -1979. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð



          Special Occasions  

Donõt forget were on the Web  

Gwrramdc.org  

DONõT FORGET OUR CHAPTER òCó MERCHANDISE  FOR SALE !!    

  

WE HAVE ALL TYPES OF CHAPTER SHIRTS,  

AND WE NOW HAVE SWEAT SHIRTS!  

WE HAVE PATCHES AND PINS  

AND DONôT FORGET OUR OWN CHAPTER COVERLETS 

IT WILL KEEP YOU WARM ON THOSE COLD NIGHTS  

AND THEY  MAKE A GREAT GIFT TO.  Hey ! 

We now have Maryland                                    

      Chapter ñCò  Flags . And now we have 

Crab Hats.  See Barb Jackson  

  

Barb Jackson ð-  4th 

John Scott ð- 12th 

Greg Goble ð- 13th 

James McCauley ð- 17th  

Mike Morales ð- 18th 

Tom Woodall ð- 23rd 

Debbie Harvey ð- 29th 

Neci Morales ð- 30th 
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Tom & April Darchicourt   May 5th  

Butch & Debbie Harvey  May 15th  

Mike & Neci Morales   May 30th  

  

  

Happy Anniversary  


