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Director Report
Hey Everybody

| think it is safe to say the snow is behind us
and it is time to get your Gold Wings ready to ride.
Butch and | are still hoping that someone will con-
sider volunteering for the Assistant Chapter Direc-
tors position. This is someone who would be able
to take over as Chapter Director next year. If you
are interested there is a training course on April
17 & 18™ that would be very informative and help-
ful. Butch and | are going and if you are inter-
ested please let us know. On February 4™ we had
Ice Cream Night at Baskin Robbins there were 8
of us and the main topic was of course the
weat her. Who coul dnodot s
snow!!On the 14™ we had our Chapter gathering.
Thanks to those of you who attended. We had 2

guest who arenodot really
France from Chapter Pa 1V, Chapter MD-K and
will al ways be consider

driving all the way from PA to join us. Dave Pum-
phrey won the 50/50, Bill Leith won the Breakfast
Drawing and Rick Baker won the Valentines spe-
cial drawing.
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. Bill Leith announced he and Bonnie became Grand-
parents for the first time to a beautiful baby girl Kaylin on
January 1. Congratulations to you and your family.
Then on the 2o0th Chapter
Spaghetti / Bingo Dinner Fund Raiser. This is one of our
favorite events to attend. We had 27 people and of
course we couldndét pass
to personally thank Joy McClellan for keeping my son
Greg from saying Mom all night long. After she heard
him say mom to me about 10 times she told him if he
said it again she would start dotting him with the Bingo
marker. Sure enough by the end of the night he was
covered with dots all over his hands. This gave me a lit-

tle break instead of hearing mom probably a hundred

times it was down to about 25. Thanks Joy!! Great job
Chapter AHO it was a enjoyj@al
here and besides our usual monthly meeting, Ice Cream

Night and Dinner Ride we start up our garage night this
month. We look forward to seeing everyone .On a sad
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note if you didndédt already Kk
away. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Gloria and
her family. We hope to see?b

ing. Come see what Butch will be wearing for St. Pat-
rickés Day. The fun thing 1is
he wil/ be wearing. Anyone w
or anything green will get an extra ticket for the special
drawing DON6 T FORGET TO SET YOUR
FORWARD ON SATURDAY NI GHT! !
WANT YOU TO MISS OUR MEETING.

C-you Butch
& Debbie
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ARE YOU READY TO RIDE?

Are you ready to ride? After the weather we have had | at &Dyp.

sure all of you who dondét ride in the winter months hav é apoupbep

of weeks when the weather finally breaks and nice riding weather arrives. For those of you who drove the bike to the back of the ga-
rage, turned it off, and considered this winter storage you may have some drivability issues that were not present in past years.

The gas additives being used at the pumps promote water build up in the tank. You may want to consider using a gas additive that will
dry up any water prior to starting your bike. Make sure you use the proper amounts. Too much may cause damage to the internal parts
in the carburetor. The following is a check list for everyone regardless of how the bike was stored.

Pre-start Inspection (guidelines found in user manual)

Tires: Look at the tires closely. Check for dry-rot, or any signs of damage, signs of excessive wear.

Check tire pressure. Tire pressure is often a topic of debate. If you do not have a pressure that you use based on experience | would
use the pressure noted on the sidewall of you tire. It is common for tires to lose pressure over the winter months so make sure not to do
a visual inspection (use a gauge).

Leaks: cCheck your bike closely for leaks and loose parts. When your bike sets for prolonged period of time small leaks may appear
that would not be noticed during the summer months.

Throttle: Rotate the throttle to check that it moves smoothly without binding.

Brakes: Pull the brake lever and depress the brake pedal to check they operate normally. Check pads for wear.
Indicators: Turn the ignition on. Make sure the indicator lights are working properly.

(Gauges: Check the fuel level and the other gauges. If properly stored tank should be full.

Lights: Make sure that all lights are operating properly.

Other items to check that may not be part of the user manual guidelines:

Fluid levels : Brake fluid (full and clean)
Clutch fluid (full and clean)
Oil (full and clean)
Battery : Check each cell, fill with distilled water. Tap water will shorten the service life of the battery.
This does not apply to maintenance free batteries. Keeping your battery on a tender will also greatly improve the life of your battery.
Lubrication Points : Brake lever and Clutch lever Pivot
Throttle grip sliding surface
Center stand pivot
Side Stand pivot
Brake pedal pivot

Filters : Check Air filter, gas filter and oil filter.
Check your maintenance records and make sure all maintenance is up to date.

While the above lists are not comprehensive, it contains many of the items that are part of the routine
maintenance needed to keep your bike running safely. When it comes to routine maintenance, never
take the approach daif it i1 sndédt broke donodt fi

time to look your bike over thoroughly, and

AiLadi es and SARTIYOWRENGINESO

Bill & Bonnie Leith
Rider Educator
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i A @ST SUNDAY 8AM & MEETING AT 9AM GOLDEN CORRAL AT THE ARUNDEL MILLS MALL
Tom & Gail McCormick 410-787-2584 or lets.gol@verizon.net

i B 8RD MONDAY, 7.30PM MEET SEAT PLEASANT RECREATION CENTER. 5720 Addison Rd
Seat Pleasant, MD  Ken Trass 301-430-5119 or trass5gw@comcast.net

A H dth SUNDAY, 8AM EAT, 9AM MEET GOLDEN CORRAL, Route 40 ABERDEEN MD.
Steve & Cathy Kelley 410-879-3063 or cathykelley@jetware.net

A 1 18T SUNDAY, 8AM EAT, 9AM MEET Old Country Buffet RT 301 South, WALDORF MD
Robert & Juliana A' Hearn 301-997-1254 or rahearn914@aol.com

A J 8RD Sunday 8:30am Eat 9:30 MEET Bob Evans Waugh Chapel shopping Center in
Gambrills MD Al & Jackie General 410-963-3414 or anjfoto@gmail.com

i K 8RD SATURDAY, 4,PM EAT, 5, PM MEET. New York J&P Pizza, Finksburg Plaza, 3000 Gam-
ber Rd. Finksburg , MD. David & Lori Boyce 410-775-2670 or Laddsl@verizion.net

ALAPND SUNDAY, 8am EAT, 9AM MEET Batterés Up Caf ®
Mi | t on @ Span-82¢-8371Baspanky43d@\efizion.net
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Daveds Tech Ti ps

Tech Tip of the Month
4. Release the lever and actuate it 15

Easy way to change the clutch or 20 times.
fluid on your GL1800 and only
takes about 10 minutes.

o 5. Repeat the first 3 steps until the
Remember fluid will damage your  fjyid is clean.

paint so protect it. Use fresh Dot Pull your

4 brake fluid To assure myself this method works; ~ clutch lever in
_ | followed it up by doing the change completely

1. Pull'your clutch lever in com- the way the manual says. The fluid | and tie if off in

pletely and tie if off in that posi- removed was clean as new. that position

tion.
. Ride safe
2. Open reservoir and remove
fluid from it by suction or soak-
ing it up with a rag.

3. Refill reservoir to correct level
and replace all the parts you re-
moved in reverse order and se-
cure the cap.


http://www.bobevans.com/
http://www.bobevans.com/
mailto:anjfoto@gmail.com
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Down to the Wear Indicators

By Eric Trow

Note: Eric Trow is the owner/
operator of the A
cycle Rider Training

School Some
timersi might rem
Grodsky who started the

iStayin Safebo

Rider Training School.

| just did a routine inspection of my
(now collectible?) Buell Ulysses. As
| circles the bike looking for any-
thing unusual, the rear tire caught
my eye. More specifically, the tread
wear indicators did---you know,
those little strips that lurk deep in
the tread grooves when new that
sneak up to the surface as we ride
when they know w
Sure enough, they were nearly even
with the tread on the Buell , showing
me that another hoop was about
ready for retirement. And while |
wasndt happy to
buck-and-a-half tire vaporize in less
than 3,000 miles, | did appreciate
how tires provide warning that re-
newal time is approaching. Then it
dawned on me, wo
if there were wear indicators for
other things in life? You know, for
those things that deteriorate gradu-
ally without us really noticing. For
example, having an indicator that

could warn me tha
ing my wifebs pat
nice. | never seem to see that com-

ing on my own. Or a gauge that
could show me | was just one swing
away from slicing through that bur-
ied television cable when planting
shrubs. Or one that would have told
me | was about to pop an Achilles
because | 6m too
ball with neighbor teens. And
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Letter from Dave & Virginia

woul dndét it be neat
cators to show us when riding ability

was becoming marginal? Come to

think of it, maybe we already do.

There are plenty of ways to meter our
riding ability; we just have to be open
to seeing them. And be willing to admit
we may not be as fresh as we once
wer e. So, what
should we be looking for?

fi we

Your buddies are beginning to call you
ARusty. o i

Al most every rider
times. You know, when riding skills
just dondét feel nat
a little awkward and tough and even a
little scary at times. Like after a long
winter or when wed!l
chance to ride as often and as long as
wedd | i ke. And,
never quite goes a\
ing a bit rusty, d¢
itds a wear indicat
to renew some skills and rebuild confi-
dence. And, just like that worn tire,
you dondét want to |
your skills are wearing thin. Not quite
sure how youdre ric
friends you trust and regularly ride with
to foll ow you. As |
anything unusual or potentially danger-
ous in your riding. Personally, | appre-
ciate the additional input and try to be
open to constructive input. After all,

our fellow riders have a unique van-

tage point and are often able to see

our riding in a way that we cannot.
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You have more close shaves on the

road than at the bathroom sink Some
motorcyclists have more close calls

than others. From what | can gather, a
significant number of riders actually
believe that close calls are just an in-
herent part of riding a motorcycle on
public roadways. That disturbs me. -
Especially since virtually all of the near ¢
mi sses | 6ve witnes:
if the riders would have had sufficient
development of their mental and physi-
cal riding skills. How often are you
caught by surprise
close shave out on the road? Each

one of those encounters is a wear indi-
cator telling you t
on something.

Youor e
lenge: Age.

f a coldehpl- a n iangdei

The effects of aging.----beginning

even around age 40---creep up on

us al |l Frankl vy, I
more now than ever, but that
doesndt mean | 6m
challenges each year. | now wear
bifocals because my arms are too
short to keep a may in focus. Ibu-
profen has become a daily sup-
plement. So, just as we do with
the bike, itds impor
and | do a personal safety check st y o
and recognize that, as we age,

certain components are becoming e ¢ 0 me
wear items. Our vision changes

significantly as we age. Since

0

not

vision is such a critical part of h e
street riding, ités
annual eye examinations andride e | i n g
only when we can seewell. Our f eel -
brains also take a little longerto s i gn's

process information as we age,soi t 6 s
it helps to develop riding skills that
can help us recognize develop-
ments well in advance, thereby
giving us more time to think things
through. Of course, it helps to
ride at more conservative speeds
in traffic. And be aware that cer- i
tain medications can impact our
ability to ride safely. If your shav-
ing kit now looks like a mobile
pharmacy, ask your doctor how
your medications might interact
and affect your capabilities on the
motorcycle.

when

ng

So, what can you do when skills
are wearing thin? Sign up for
training courses to hone your
skills. Read about riding strate-
gies. Practice---1 still head to the
local parking lot at least once a
week. And finally, if your confi-
dence fitireo is
due to the effects of medication or
some other influence, consider I
hanging up the keys for today.
Then see how you feel tomorrow.
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No w, i f youol |l
ing to take a closer look at that
Buell 6s rear tir
member where | put my glasses.
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Chapter C goes to
HO s Spaghett. DI nner &



