
  Hey Everyone,  

Spring has sprung and so have we. Yea! Butch & I 

finally got on the wing and rode. There also have 

been Chapter ñCò member sightings. March 4
th
 we 

had Ice Cream night at Arundel Mills. Eight people 

showed up but we all had dinner and no Ice 

Cream. We always do that when we meet at  

Arundel  Mills food court. On the 7th we attended 

Chapter  ñAò s Bowl-A-Thon. Eleven ñCò members 

bowled and a few of us were just cheerleaders. 

Thanks to everyone who bowled. A big thanks to 

Cathi Anderson for being our score keeper. We 

didnôt come in first but at least we werenôt last. 

Having fun is the name of the game and we sure 

had fun.  Kudoôs to Chapter ñAò for a great  job .  I 

was devastated for not winning the carrot cake 

that Tom McCormick made. I guess next year Iôll 

have to buy a lot more tickets . The 14
th
 was our 

Chapter gathering.  Even though we had a disap-

pointing  amount of ñCò members at our Marchôs 

gathering , (14 to be exact) we were glad that 

Chapters A , B, J and H visited us. That at least 

gave us 25 people in attendance. If you werenôt 

there you missed Butch and I dressed for St Pat-

rickôs Day.   
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Butch didnôt know what I was going to have him wear.  It was 

hilarious to see him with a beard. Tom Prentice won the 

50/50 and Tom & Gail from Chapter ñAò won the Pot of Gold 

Special Drawing. One thing that was discussed at the meet-

ing was group riding. What can we do to better our group rid-

ing skills. We are looking into having a Road Captainôs 

Course for anyone who is interested. Even if you have no 

intentions of leading a group ride this is very informative for 

everyone .  Please let us know if you are interested. It is also 

offered at Winter Thing if you arenôt able to attend when we 

schedule it. On the 18
th
 we had our 1

st
 garage meeting of the 

season. Of course Gloria out did herself with dinner. We had 

London Broil, Chicken, Baked Potato, Salad, Green Beans & 

Nacho ós & Cheese. Thanks Gloria what a way to start things 

off. Thanks to everyone for bringing desserts. Oh there were 

a few bikes worked on.  Then on the 21
st
 we visited Chapter 

ñJò. Chapter ñCò had a great showing of 14 members. Way to 

go Chapter ñCò. The location of our dinner ride on the 25
th
 

was changed to Famous Daveôs in Columbia.  Twelve at-

tended even though several people got lost we all ended up 

having good food and a good time. April is already here & 

Just a reminder  we meet for Ice Cream on the1st at the Ice 

Cream Cottage in Arbutus. It is indoor /outdoor seating. 

Please donôt forget to attend our monthly meetings. It is a 

great way to communicate chapter business, inform mem-

bers , getting feedback from you, hear  informative informa-

tion on rider education and much more. We love seeing eve-

ryone and getting your ideas. Your input  is very important to 

us. Remember to PLEASE let us know of rides for Ice 

Cream ,  Dinner,  Day Rides, Over Night Rides that you may 

be interested in going to. We are always open to suggestions 

and new places to go. We also are still in the need of some-

one to step up and volunteer for Asst. Chapter Director. 

Please let us know  if you are interested. 

C-you  

Butch & Debbie  

.   
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TRAILERING  
Let me start by saying that no motorcycle manufacturer recommends using a trailer. No bike is designed to pull a trailer. 
Therefore, you will not find any details regarding the use of trailers from the manufacturer. That being said there are many 
of us who have a better half that needs extra space for all the stuff they want to bring and all extras they pick up along the 
way. 

If youôre thinking about purchasing a trailer you should consider the following: 

 Trailer weight (lighter is better) 

 Trailer capacity (center of gravity /CG) 

 Trailer length/width/height (visibility, CG) 

 Trailer lighting (how well is it lit, visibility) 

 Length of the trailer tongue (advantages and disadvantages to consider) 

Cost (most expensive doesnôt mean best for your needs) 

Several of our chapter members have been run into while towing their trailer. Drivers said they did not see the trailer. Driv-
ers are not expecting to see motorcycles pulling a trailer. If you are thinking about purchasing a trailer talk to everyone you 
can that owns one for insight at to what they like and donôt like about their trailer. The more visible the trailer the better. 
Thatôs why height, length and how the lights are configured are all important factors in selecting a trailer. If you already 
own a trailer there are things you can do to make it more visible. Add flags, lights etc. 

How to load your trailer:  

When loading your trailer remember to keep enough of the weight forward of the axle center point to maintain a positive 
hitch load (some weight on the hitch.) If you put too much in the rear of the trailer, the coupler will be pulling up on the 
hitch point all the time. That is not a good thing. Most hitches for motorcycles I've seen have state a hitch load of about 20 
pounds. Try to balance the load so you  have less than 20 pounds of hitch load at the coupler. I purchased a fish scale to 
measure the hitch load to make sure the trailer is properly loaded. I also weigh most items (suitcases etc to make sure I 
am not exceeding 250 pounds for trailer and items being carried.) Try to pack so the load will not all shift to the rear under 
acceleration and back to the front during breaking. Packing items like blankets and pillows at the back of the trailer to help 
support the front to rear stability or spread out your load on the bottom of the trailer to prevent shifting of load. If you use 
the trailer for around town errands, you may want to keep a few blankets in it all times to help you position the load a 
needed. You never know when the quick stop at the supermarket or hardware store will come up. If you are carrying a 
heavy Item like a large ice chest, be sure to position it in the center of the trailer just forward of the wheels or the center 
balance point so it helps maintain the positive hitch load without over loading the hitch plate. Be sure to pack around it to 
keep it from moving side-to-side or front to rear. If you use a cooler carrier on the front of the trailer make sure you do not 
fill it up with ice and drinks (to much hitch weight will cause the bike to handle poorly.)  One of the worst things you can 

do is to overload a trailer for the motorcycle. I met riders who have had large trailers with huge loads behind their bike. I 
believe those riders are asking for trouble. The more weight, the more control you surrender in critical maneuvering and 
panic braking situations. Another worst-case motorcycle cargo trailer scenario is to forget the trailer is behind the bike. 
This is easy to do with some small trailers as they handle so well and are small enough to be out of sight of the motorcycle 
rear view mirrors. If the trailer is hard to see in your mirrors, mounting a small flag or something on the trailer that you can 
see in either mirror is a good idea. This will give you a gauge for moving into traffic lines, as well as being a reminder that 
the trailer is back there. Finally my last warning on loading a cargo trailer behind your motorcycle is to ALWAYS DOUBLE 

CHECK to be sure the coupler is LATCHED and LOCKED! Safety chains properly attached to the motorcycle should AL-
WAYS be used. If you ride in a group, no one will take kindly to your trailer coming loose in front of THEM. And if you have 
a receiver type hitch on your motorcycle, be sure the lock pin is in place THROUGH THE HOLE IN and not BEHIND the 
draw bar. Been there, done that, felt real stupid. Fortunately I personally never had a BAD PROBLEM with the trailer not 
being solidly attached to the bike because of my use of safety chains. 

 

 

 

Bill & Bonnie Leith  
Rider Educator  



Tech Tip of the Month 
 

 GL1500 Starting Problems  

If your bike will not start (until you release the 
starter switch ), there are two common possibili-
ties for the problem: 

1.  The battery may not have enough voltage to 
operate the starter motor and ignition coilôs at the 
same time. 

    Note:   The ignition coils require approximately 
10.5 volts to fire the engine. 

2.  The C54 connector that provides voltage to 
the ignition coils may be dirty, corroded, wet or 
contaminated in some way. 

Lets discuss the battery first:  

1.  If the battery voltage is low, there will not  be 
enough voltage left (after running the starter) to 
power the ignition coils and fire the engine. 

2.  When you release the starter switch, there is 
an increase (spike) of voltage to the ignition coils 
(while the engine is still spinning) and the engine 
starts. 

3.  Check the voltage at the battery terminals 
(while the starter is running), this will verify if your 
battery is low on voltage.  (You are looking for 
10.5 volts or higher) 

4. If in doubt, remove the battery and have it load 
tested at a battery shop or an auto parts store. 

Lets discuss the C54 connector second : 

1. The C54 connector needs to be clean, tight and dry 
to provide maximum voltage to the ignition coils 
and fire the engine. 

2. If the C54 connector is dirty, corroded, wet or con-
taminated in any way, there will be an increase of 
resistance through the connector.  This will  reduce 
the amount of voltage to the ignition coils.  And the 
engine will not start until you release the starter 
switch. As a battery ages, itôs voltage output (under 
load) will gradually decrease.  However, it is still 
capable of cranking the engine and firing the igni-
tion coils at the same time   (if the C54 connector is 
in good condition). Of course, there does come a 
point in time when the battery voltage decreases 
enough (under load) and it can no longer crank the 
starter and fire the ignition coils at the same time. 
When this occurs, it may (or may not) start the en-
gine if you release the starter switch while the 
starter is cranking.  It all depends on the state of 
voltage in the battery. Itôs possible to have a ñgood 
batteryò and a ñcontaminated C54 connectorò.  In 
this case, the engine will not start until you release 
the starter switch. I would not recommend 
ñautomatically purchasingò a new battery until ap-
propriate voltage testing has been completed. 

Daveõs Tech Tips 

Donôt  Forget  Other  Chapters  Gatherings 

PS:  Many Gold 

Wing riders are 

unaware of the 

C54 connector 

causing issues 

with starting.  

They automati-

cally fault the 

batteryé..! 

   

ñAò 1ST SUNDAY 8AM  & MEETING AT 9AM  GOLDEN CORRAL  AT THE ARUNDEL MILLS MALL  
Tom & Gail McCormick 410-787-2584 or lets.go1@verizon.net  

ñBò 3RD MONDAY, 7.30PM  MEET SEAT PLEASANT RECREATION CENTER. 5720 Addison Rd 
Seat Pleasant, MD     Ken Trass 301-430-5119 or trass5gw@comcast.net 

ñHò 4th SUNDAY, 8AM EAT, 9AM MEET GOLDEN CORRAL, Route 40 ABERDEEN MD. 

Steve & Cathy Kelley 410-879-3063 or cathykelley@jetware.net 

ñIò 1ST SUNDAY, 8AM EAT, 9AM MEET  Old Country Buffet  RT 301 South, WALDORF MD 

 Robert & Juliana A' Hearn  301-997-1254  or  rahearn914@aol.com 

ñJò 3RD  Sunday 8:00am Eat 9:30 MEET  Bob Evans   Waugh Chapel shopping Center in  

Gambrills  MD   Al & Jackie General   410-963-3414  or  anjfoto@gmail.com 

ñKò 3RD SATURDAY, 4,PM  EAT, 5, PM  MEET.  New York J&P Pizza, Finksburg Plaza, 3000 Gam-
ber Rd. Finksburg , MD. David & Lori Boyce 410-775-2670 or  Ladds1@verizion.net 

ñLò 2ND SUNDAY, 8am EAT, 9AM MEET Batterôs Up Caf® 9 Central Ave Ridgely, MD 21660 

 Milton ñSpankyò Barth 410-924-8371 or spanky43@verizion.net 
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Blindsided 

By Eric Trow 

 

Note:  Eric Trow is a lifelong motor-
cyclist and a veteran motorcycle 
safety instructor.  He currently oper-
ates Stayinô Safe Advanced Rider 
Training. 

 

There was a girl I used to date in 
high school and early college.  At 
the time, I believed with all my heart 
that she was the love of my life.  
Surely we were destined to live a 
life of bliss together.  To me, we 
were the be-all and end-all.  As it turns 

out, she was a little more oriented 
toward the ñend allò aspect of our 
relationship.  I was obviously, be-
lieving everything was going fine.  
So, when the whole thing suddenly 
crashed and burned, I was devas-
tated.  I remember reading her letter 
and getting to the bad news part.  
Next thing I knew I was lying in a 
heap on the beer-matted shag car-
pet of my college dorm room.  My 
roommates, after attempting to re-
vive me with a warm can of Blatz (it 
was all they knew to do), told me 
that I kept mumbling, ñWhat just hit 
me?  How could this happen to me? 

Mommy !!ó  (Iôm certain they added 

that last one.)  I was blindsided.  
Honestly, at that stage of my life Iôm 
not sure I would have seen that 
breakup coming if it had been 
dressed in hi-viz.  And I wanted to 
know why. 

 

What prompted me to recall what 
had seemed to be my personal Ar-
mageddon was a recent discussion 
I had with my 24-year-old daughter 

about the nature of relationships.  For-
tunately, today as an older and, theo-
retically, wiser man, I think I am able to 
offer a perspective that will be of value 
to her.  And to you, my fellow motorcy-
clists.  You see, Iôve come to learn that 
being young and blindsided by a sud-
den breakup is not unlike being in-
volved in a crash---we rarely see it 
coming and can be certain there was 
more than one reason why it hap-
pened. 

 

Case in point.  A few years ago while 
riding in a relatively congested area, a 
car that was pulling out of a shopping 
center parking lot and across oncom-
ing traffic hit me.  Unfortunately, 
ñacross trafficò turned out to mean 
ñacross meò.  And, much like that mo-
ment back in college, I was suddenly 
thrust from a state of total bliss to that 
of a whimpering heap on the ground.  
Once again I found myself crying. 
òWhat just happened?!?ó  The police deter-

mined the crash was entirely the fault 
of the car driver.  Honestly, that was 
little consolation for me.  I simply could 
not accept that my welfare was strictly 
in the hands of someone else. 

 

Itôs not you.  Itôs me. 

 

Itôs easy to blame a car driver for pull-
ing directly into our path of travel.  And 
while theirs may indeed be a lame-
brained move, there is almost always a 
host of other things working together to 
create a perfect storm.  These are 
what motorcycle safety people refer to 
as ñcasual factors.ò  Heavy traffic cre-
ates multiple distractions.  A large SUV 
obscures the view.  Our own impa-
tience has us riding more aggressively 
than we should.  No traffic coming from 
the other direction encourages the car 
driver to pull out.  These are just a few 
of the multiple casual factors that con-
tributed to my crash.  And while the law 
ruled the other driver was at fault, I 
now realize that I had the ability---and 
the responsibility---to keep the crash 
from happening at all. 

 

I shouldnôt have to tell you. 

 

Recently, my wife asked me, "How 
many times are you going to step over that 
full garbage bag before taking it to the 

trash can?"   My brilliant reply?  

òWhat garbage bag?ó  When weôre out 

on the road, the same phenome-
non often happens.  We get dis-
tracted and we miss important 
details.  Unfortunately, the conse-
quences are a bit more severe 
than just getting the stink eye 
from our respective better half.  
So, without the benefit of some-
one to prompt us, we must open 
our eyes and our minds to the 
activity around us and actively 
search out potential casual fac-
tors.  With that information, we 
can predict what could happen and 

act to get rid of as many of those 
factors as possible before things 
get out of hand.  Taking out the 
casual factor trash, if you will. 

 

Letôs agree to disagree. 

 

Weather itôs the health of a rela-
tionship or the health of two mo-
torists at stake; Iôve come to learn 
that the secret to survival is our 
willingness to compromise.  When 
we each stubbornly insist on exe-
cuting our own agenda, we lose 
our ability to be flexible as situa-
tions change and we are bound 
for disaster.  Instead, even though 
other motorists may not be acting 
responsibly, at least we can.  And, 
with a level head and a little give 
and take, who knows---we might 
just find a way to live a life of bliss 
together on the road. 
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Chapter ñCò 

Items for Sale  

1.  Chatterbox headsets (full face) for 2 helmets                   $20.00. 
 
2.  J & M headsets (open face) for 2 helmets.                       $20.00 each. 
 
3.   
 
4.   
 

If interested, contact Dave Bohrer  

(301) 384-4666 or (301) 233-4568 

 dbohrer@comcast.net  

 

                    If you have any items you would like to offer to your fellow Chapter ñCò 
members, send me ( ecz@verizon.net )  a listing and it will be in the next months letter. 

 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð-- 

Chapter C Februarys Gathering  


